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Abstract

Life cycle of Tribolium castaneum (| lerbst) was studicd under constant
conditions of tempcerature (2941 ° ¢) and relative humidity (65%) on Triticum sativim
o Uodurum | Hordeum sativam ., Zea mays , Oryza sativa Vicia fupa , Arachis
hypogea and Cicer arietinum for 66 days . The results were different from one
material to another . Il was shortest (35.2 days) on Triticum sativian, followed by
barley (37.5 days ). Zea mays (39.5days) , T. durum (40.4 days) and up (o 57.3 days
on peas The inseet did not complete its development on rice after 66 duys . On bean ,
it did not grow normally ; only one lurva and one pupa were found in the dict af the
end of the period . Likewise , peanut did not produce any new generation . Range
values of wheat, barely and corn may indicate i possibrtity of a sccond genceration
mixed with the first. Reproductive capacity of the beetle was highest onT.duram
(135), followed by corn (01, wnd 7. sativien (49): others were ol low values, The
clfect of these food materials on the biology of the beetle may be a result of dilferent
degrees of food preference and /or food suitability.
Key words: Tribolinm castancun (Herbst), food preference , food suitability .
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